up to the neck in a murder aflkir which the papers report this morning, and that you need all the presence of mind, all the resourcefulness of mind, you possess to stop the police from knocking at your door within the next few hours, or within the next hour., and asking you what a certain trunk hidden in your back shop is doing there-then you are merely confessing that you are lacking in breadth of view.
Quinnette found a comparison which helped him to see what he was driving at more clearly. There are some shopkeepers who are afraid of being overwhelmed with orders. There are others, on the contrary, who make it a matter of principle never to refuse an order, no matter what happens. They will do the best they can. Everybody will be satisfied, sooner or later. These people display a kind of commercial heroism. Quinette, who was a shopkeeper in his spare time, did not set much store upon heroism of this sort so far as his own business was concerned. But what he had in his head was a transposition of it on to a more elevated plane.
At this moment he remembered his Herculex belt. He smiled, with a kind of ambiguous indulgence which applied both to the Herculex belt and to himself. He was conscious this morning of a state of intellectual healthiness which justified Jiitn in being tolerant, just as a strong government can afford to be. It did not cost frtm anything to bestow upon this apparatus, which had by now become familiar to him, a trust with a tinge of irony about it. He had no need of that full-bodied certitude such as you require when doubt or distress of mind is preying upon you. If the belt had something to do with the vitality which he felt within him, so much the better. If it had nothing to do with it, why worry about it ? It played its part as a fetish just as well as anything else.
Tn certain cases to know the truth quite definitely is the essentially important thing. The very smallest risk of being mistaken must be drastically eliminated. Otherwise you are a fool or a trifler, and events will make it their business to punish you. But in other cases illusion does not matter. It may even amuse you, keep you company, help you along